Saturday · October 8th, 2022 - Tuesday · October 18th, 2022

Misfit Group Holiday in Tuscany
Itinerary For Catherine Norton | Seize the Trek | Ref. v02-2365-rev-2/2022
Price • USD 4,375 per person

Saturday · October 8th
Sunday · October 9th

Flight from Washington to Florence 10:20 PM +1
Transfer · From Florence Airport to Villa in Tuscany 4:25 PM
Wine tasting in Villa
Welcome dinner in Villa

Monday · October 10th

Buffet lunch in Villa
Cooking Experience in a Tuscan Olive oil Farm

Tuesday · October 11th

Guided visit of Pisa
Guided exploration of Lucca
Dinner at restaurant in Lucca

Wednesday · October 12th

Visit Pietrasanta on your own
Vermentino winery visit and lunch
Dinner by the beach on the Tuscan Coast

Thursday · October 13th

Discovering Maremma wine area
Dinner in Villa

Friday · October 14th

Exploring Chianti wine area
Visit San Gimignano on your own
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Visit Siena with a local guide
Siena Cathedral
Saturday · October 15th

Shopping day at the Outlet
Farewell dinner in Villa

Sunday · October 16th

Transfer · From the Villa to Florence

Monday · October 17th

A first taste of Florence
Accademia Gallery and the Michelangelo's "David"
The Mercato Centrale: visit and dinner

Tuesday · October 18th

Transfer · From hotel in Florence to Airport 7:00 AM
Flight from Florence to Washington 10:00 AM
Notes
Terms & Conditions

Seize the Trek an Affiliate of Valerie Wilson Travel - a Virtuoso Member Agency
www.seizethetrek.com

Saturday · October 8th

Washington, Washington Dulles Intl to Florence, Firenze
Lufthansa (LH)

LH

10:20 PM

4:25 PM +1

Carrier/Flight

IAD •

FLR •

Notes
Transfer from metro DC still to be defined (included)
Flight from Dulles Airport, scheduled departure 10:20 PM.
Arrival at Florence Airport at 4:25 PM *
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Sunday · October 9th

Transfer · From Florence Airport to Villa in Tuscany
4:25 PM
Departure Oct 09

Departure Location

Arrival Location

Vehicle

Passengers

Florence Airport

Relais Isabelle

Private Minibus

24

Notes
Upon arrival at the Airport, please collect your luggage and head through customs and into the Arrival hall, where your
professional English speaking driver will await for you with a board with your group name on it. Enjoy a leisurely transfer to your
destination.
The driver will monitor your flight, so that if there is any delay, he/she will know in advance. If your baggage has not arrived and
you need to fill out lost baggage claim forms, resulting in a delay in meeting your driver, please call the concierge's number so our
team knows to wait for you.
Upon arrival at the villa, accommodate in the rooms and relax.

Wine tasting in Villa
In the late afternoon, enjoy the visit to the estate with the winemaker and to the winery and tasting of the amazing wines produced.

Welcome dinner in Villa
Then continue with a delicious welcome light dinner: traditional recipes from the area to introduce you to flavors and aromas of the
region!
Note: meals are included.

Monday · October 10th

Buffet lunch in Villa
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Morning at leisure and light lunch buffet in the garden in Villa.
Note: meals are included.
Relax in Villa, then in the afetrnoon, depart to a nearby olive oil Tuscan farm for a visit and amazing cookingclass with the owner.

Cooking Experience in a Tuscan Olive oil Farm
"Pane e olio" is a not-to-be-missed tasting while you are in Tuscany!!!
Visit an outstanding family-run farm near Lucca and enjoy a delicious olive oil tasting, paired with local food products and Tuscan
bread.
Then start an amazing authentic Cooking Experience with the farmers, based on local traditions and recipes, handed down from
generations.
After dinner return to the Villa.
Your private Minibus and English-speaking driver will be at your disposal for the half-day.

Tuesday · October 11th

Guided visit of Pisa
Upon your arrival in Pisa, meet your guides who will introduce you to the city and its main sites.
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Pisa is one of the most important historic cities in Tuscany and is a not-to-be-missed sight for those who are visiting the region.
Let yourself be fascinating by the charm of an ancient, former sea republic.
It's mainly famous for it's Leaning Tower, but you'll realize once there, that the Piazza is one of the most breathtaking ones
worldwide, as there is not just the tower but also the Cathedral, the outstanding Baptistry (the biggest in Europe), the very solemn
and unique Cemetery and all together they offer an amazing history.
The Square also hides many legends and stories and has a fascinating connection to the constellations: follow your local guide to
know more!
Then continue the walk to Piazza dei Cavalieri, where one of the most important schools is located, La Scuola Normale Superiore,
where 4 Nobel Prize winners have studied. Carrying on into the real Pisa, along the picturesque river banks of the Arno, to discover
hidden marvelous spots.
An unmissable stop will be in an authentic local bistrò for a special taste of the local delicious "farinata", a kind of very tiny focaccia,
made with chickpea flour.
After the tour, enjoy some free time exploring the city on your own and have lunch at leisure (meals not included).

Guided exploration of Lucca
After lunch, with your guides reach the minibus and depart to Lucca.
Enjoy a guided walking tour of the historical center of one of the best preserved Medieval and Renaissance cities in Tuscany, famous
for its unique and outstanding Renaissance walls that encircle the city center, like a big ring (it is possible to walk or cycle on them).
You will admire the beautiful Cathedral of San Martino, many historical Piazzas like the picturesque Piazza San Michele, and for
those passionate of opera music it is also possible to see the birthplace of the opera composer Giacomo Puccini.
Then, carrying on through the city with its majestic towers (the most famous one has trees on top!), you will walk along its main
shopping road, that still preserves the original shop signs from the Art Nouveau style. End the tour with the unique Piazza
dell'Anfiteatro, where once the Roman Amphitheater used to be, and see the beautiful golden façade of the San Frediano Basilica.
You will end the tour with a pleasant walk inside the Botanical Garden, a true jewel of the city, often unknown in its richness even to
its inhabitants...
During the tour you will also stop for some tastings: from cheeses and artisan chocolate, to "Buccellato" the traditional Lucchese
dessert (tastings are included).
After the tour head to the restaurant for dinner.
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Dinner at restaurant in Lucca
Enjoy a delicious dinner at restaurant in Lucca, where we will reserve tables for your group!
BUON APPETITO!!!
Note: meals are included.
Your private Minibus and English-speaking driver will be at your disposal for the day in Pisa and Lucca.
Note: the Minibus cannot access cities center car traffic restricted areas. You will have to walk from/to the parking area or take
public bus or taxi cab (ride not included).

Wednesday · October 12th

Visit Pietrasanta on your own
Free time at leisure in the beautiful art-town of Pietrasanta.

Take a leisurely exploration of the small town of Pietrasanta.
Pietrasanta (literally "sacred stone") is a miniature medieval town at the foot of the Apuan Alps, where Michelangelo used to stay
during his tours to hunt for the perfect block of marble. All the major sculptors of bronze and marble today have their work done by
the skilled and renowned artisans of Pietrasanta.
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Vermentino winery visit and lunch
Have breakfast in Villa, then depart for an awarded wine estate (about 40 minutes from the Villa), known for its white wines and is
considered one of the best producers of Vermentino, for a visit and wine tasting of their excellent wines!
You will walk in their vineyards, located in eastern Liguria near the Apuan Alps in the wine zone of Colli di Luni DOC. The winery’s
core belief is that high quality cultivated in the vineyards can be preserved in the cellars through careful and respectful work during
all stages of production. The favors quality over quantity and, overall, is guided by nature, aiming to express the properties and
character of the terroir with every wine.
Then you will enjoy a Tuscan lunch in the ancient country house that has been beautifully restored. Here, you can also visit a
museum dedicated to winemaking traditions.
After lunch, enjoiy free time along the Tuscan Coast.

Dinner by the beach on the Tuscan Coast
This evening we will reserve for the group tables in a nice restaurant on the beach!
Note: meals are included.
Your private Minibus and English-speaking driver will be at your disposal for the day along the Tuscan Coast.
Note: the Minibus cannot access the city and villages center car traffic restricted area. You will have to walk from/to the parking area
(very short and pleasant walk).

7

Thursday · October 13th

Discovering Maremma wine area
In southern Tuscany, between inland and coastal areas, the Maremma hosts an extraordinary environmental variety and jealously
guards small hills, cultivated fields, lush forests, ancient villages and crystal clear sea.
It is a wild, pure and uncorrupted land, a territory where people still live respecting the rhythms of nature, the seasons and where
life follows the slow pace marked by ancient traditions... here everything is authentic and genuine, traditions are carried on with
great pride and hospitality is the watchword.
In this area - mainly know for the village of Bolgheri and the red wines called "Supertuscan" - are a series of outstanding beautifully
manicured wine estates, owned by great noble and famous families of the wine world, from Antinori to Frescobaldi, to Gaja. The
region is also home of the wine estate Tenuta San Guido, where Niccolò Incisa della Rocchetta makes the delightful charming red
wine called "Sassicaia".
Enjoy a day exploring this area and visit a couple of wine estates (included).
Wineries to be defined, upon availability.
Your private Minibus and English-speaking driver will be at your disposal for the day.
Note: the Minibus cannot access the city and villages center car traffic restricted area. You will have to walk from/to the parking area
(very short and pleasant walk).

Dinner in Villa
Return to the Villa in the evening and enjoy dinner in the garden.
Note: meals are included.
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Friday · October 14th

Exploring Chianti wine area
Breakfast in Villa, then depart to the marvelous Chianti wine region!
Tuscany is famous all over the world for many reasons: its ancient cities full of artistic treasures, its breathtaking landscapes, its
delicious traditional cuisine and, last but not least, its worldwide famous wines!
Today you will enjoy an amazing itinerary on your own along the roads of Chianti Classico, located in the countryside from Florence
and Siena - and including charming villages - among woods and olive groves. It is the perfect landscape for exploring, particularly
outside of the hot and crowded summer months.
The visits to a couple of outstanding wineries of the area are also included.
Forget the straw-wrapped carafe-worthy inexpensive productions... We will reserve for you only the world’s best wine tastings at
legendary vineyards!
Wineries to be defined, upon availability.

Visit San Gimignano on your own
Enjoy time on your own in the small charming town of San Gimignano, a jewel nestled in the Tuscan countryside, known for its
beautiful preserved medieval towers, most of them built in 13th century: so pretty and architecturally significant it’s a UNESCO
World Heritage Site.
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Here, where time seems to have stood still, the key to appreciating the enchanting town of San Gimignano is to take it slowly.
Indulge yourself with a gelato or the traditional "cantucci" biscuits in the town square with a glass of wine.
Take your time to discover Tuscan delicacies and handcrafts to bring home, soaking in the town's magic atmosphere.
Those inclined should climb the city’s bell's tower ("campanile") for one of the best view in Tuscany.

Visit Siena with a local guide
In the afternoon reach Siena, where the group will meet the guides for an amazing visit of the main city sites.
Enjoy a tour of the beautiful Siena, arguably Italy’s most beautiful medieval city, and a UNESCO World Heritage Site. Set on three
hills in the Chianti region, Siena is a city with a strong personality, rich in art and history with deep-rooted traditions, and is a mustsee on any visit to Tuscany.
Your private guide will introduce you to the city through a walk starting from the church of St. Domenico, where it is kept the relic of
the head of S. Catherine.
Walking along the streets of the picturesque "contrade" (or city's districts), you will reach the central shell shaped Piazza del
Campo, one of the most beautiful squares in the world: here, twice each summer, is run the "Palio", a horse race following a
Medieval tradition. Thanks to the Senese guide, you will learn more about this tradition that makes Siena so unique and special.
During your tour, you will also stop at its most renowned bakery to taste the local "Ricciarelli", traditional cookies made from
almonds, sugar, and egg whites.
The tour will end on Piazza Duomo where the marvelous marble facade of the magnificent Cathedral will leave you breathless!
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Siena Cathedral
Siena Cathedral is a superb masterpiece in the Italian Gothic style, built between 1215 and 1263. Both the exterior and interior are
made of white and green/black marble in alternating stripes, with the addition of red marble in the facade. Black and white are the
symbolic colors of the city, and refer to the black and white horses of the legendary founders of Siena: Senio and Aschio, sons of
Remus.
The interior of the cathedral, with its bands of black and white marble on the walls and columns to great pictorial effect, is a
succession of masterpieces... From the rose window of the choir - one of the oldest Italian stained glass windows - to the
magnificent octagonal pulpit in Carrara marble, to the Piccolomini Library - with its frescoes by Pinturicchio, probably based on
Raphael's drawings, of great visual impact rich as they are in detail and vivid colors.
The greatest attraction is undoubtedly the marble mosaic, one of the richest and most ornate in Italy, which covers the entire floor
of the Duomo. Made between the fourteenth and sixteenth century with the contribution of about forty artists, has 56 panels of
different shapes that represent the Sibyls, scenes from the Old Testament, Allegories and Virtues. The scenes are made with
different techniques and lead to vigorous contrasts of light and shadow, creating impressionistic compositions of very modern taste.
Note: For obvious conservation reasons, the mosaic remains covered most of the year and only a few panels remain visible. The
entire floor is uncovered for 6 to 10 weeks each year in the fall.
Entrance tickets are included.
Your private Minibus and English-speaking driver will be at your disposal for the day in Chianti area.
Note: the Minibus cannot access the city and villages center car traffic restricted area. You will have to walk from/to the parking area
(very short and pleasant walk).

Saturday · October 15th

Shopping day at the Outlet
Have breakfast in Villa, tenjoy a day devoted to shopping in one of the most famous fashions outlet!
Your private Minibus and English-speaking driver will be at your disposal for the day

Farewell dinner in Villa
Enjoy a delightful farewell dinner in Villa!!!
11

BUON APPETITO!!!

Sunday · October 16th

Transfer · From the Villa to Florence
Departure Location

Arrival Location

Passengers

Villa in Tuscany

Hotel in Florence to be
defined

24

Monday · October 17th

A first taste of Florence
Have a delightful breakfast in hotel, then in the late morning start your walking tour in Florence.
Enjoy an awesome guided tour of the magnificent city of Florence, the "Cradle of the Renaissance".
Walk through the must-see spots and hidden corners, discovering the city's history starting from the incredible Duomo - the Santa
Maria del Fiore Cathedral, with its magnificent Brunelleschi's dome.
You will stop in the renowned Signoria Square, with the towering Palazzo Vecchio, and visit the original site for Michelangelo's
"David", where an exact copy stands, even if less impressive and have a nice walk to the picturesque bridge of Old Bridge, Dante's
district.
You will learn about the Medici family and how they became the patrons of the Renaissance, legends and facts about their life and
business.
Hear the stories behind the statues at Orsanmichele Church, rub the Porcellino pig's nose for good luck, and feel swept up by
history at the Piazza della Repubblica, the ancient Roman forum that later became the city's Jewish Ghetto.
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Accademia Gallery and the Michelangelo's "David"
Visit the Accademia Gallery that owes its vast popularity to the presence of a number of sculptures by Michelangelo: your expert
local guide will reveal the fascinating history of Michelangelo's "David" - transported here from Piazza della Signoria (where it was
replaced by a faithful copy) - whose beauty and size have to be seen to be believed.
You'll also see his "Unfinished Prisoners" or "Slaves": they are some of the finest examples of Michelangelo’s habitual working
practice, referred to as "non-finito" (or incomplete), magnificent illustrations of the artist's difficulty in sculpting the figure from the
block of marble and emblematic illustrations of man's struggle to free the spirit from matter.
Entrance tickets with priority access are included.
Enjoy some free time on your own in the city, then, together with your guide, head to the Mercato Centrale for an unparalleled food
experience and dinner!

The Mercato Centrale: visit and dinner
The Mercato Centrale is certainly - beside the most important museums and sites of interest in Florence - a place to visit, especially
for food lovers and those curious about the culinary specialties that Tuscan and Italian cuisine have to offer!
The Mercato Centrale is organized on two floors and is completely dedicated to food! It is located inside a beautiful building made
of cast iron and glass (designed by the same architect who designed the Galleria Vittorio Emanuele II in Milan), built between 1870
and 1874, when Florence was still the capital of Italy, and is an impressive and beautiful example of classic and modern style.
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The exterior, characterized by a wide and squat base and made with the local "pietra serena", is similar to the nearby Palazzo
Medici Riccardi, with loggias and 10 arches on each side, while the interior is spacious and very bright thanks to the glass ceilings,
that make it similar to European Palaces.
On the ground floor you will find butchers, fishmongers, fruit and vegetable stalls and small stores selling local specialties, such as
olive oil, meat, cheese and much, much more.
It will be very fascinating for you even only to walk along the various stalls and observe foods that maybe you have never seen or
tasted in your life, such as the stomach, the brain or the tongue of the cow...
These food artisans are the heart of the Central Market project, because no one better than them knows their product and can tell it
with passion and enthusiasm!
Bread and pastries, fresh fish, fried fish, vegetarian and vegan, meat and cold cuts, buffalo mozzarella, cheese, chocolate and ice
cream, fresh pasta, wine, lampredotto, truffles: all the stores are run by artisan traders with a common love for their profession.
The second floor hosts stalls - or rather workshops each of which exhibits specialties from all over Italy and allows you to see with your own eyes the entire production process through
the showcases, revealing what is hidden behind the delicious finished product. You will be able to see how bread is made and how
buffalo mozzarella is processed by hand, or how real artisanal gelato is made.
Imagine a single mall dedicated entirely to food and divided into areas where you can stop to shop and sit down to sample some
freshly made local specialties (and believe me, you'll be spoiled for choice!).
All the tables in the Market are available to comfortably consume the dishes purchased at the stores, at no extra cost.
Note: tastings and meals are not included.

Tuesday · October 18th

Transfer · From hotel in Florence to Airport
7:00 AM
Departure Oct 18

Departure Location

Arrival Location

Vehicle

Passengers

Hotel in Florence

Florence Airport

Private Minibus

24

Notes
Departure time to be confirmed the day before the departure.
Meet your professional English speaking driver and relax as you're driven directly to Florence Airport.
ARRIVEDERCI ITALIA!!!

Florence, Firenze to Washington, Washington Dulles Intl
Lufthansa (LH)
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LH

10:00 AM

4:00 PM

Carrier/Flight

FLR •

IAD •

Notes
Flight from Florence, scheduled departure at 10:00 AM.
Arrival at Dulles Airport at 4:00 PM
Transfer to metro DC still to be defined (included).

Notes
•
•
•
•
•

Airfare from the US to Italy and transfers to and from Airport in the metro D.C. are included in the price
All the activities are in English language
All the land transfers are private with Minibus exclusive for the Group
24/7 on-site assistance for emergency is included in the pricing
Restaurant recommendations and reservations utilizing our proprietary list are included in the pricing

The itinerary does not include the following:
• All meals not mentioned above
• All activities not mentioned above
• Travel insurance. Optional Insurance through Allianz, $295 per person.
• Gratuities
• Items of a personal nature

All travelers must be fully vaccinated and have a passport valid for at least 6 months from departure date.
PCR and/or Antigen tests may be required at an additional charge TBD

Terms & Conditions
PAYMENT POLICY
• A 50% non-refundable deposit is due by October 21st, 2021
• The balance is due 60 days prior to the start date. For reservations made within 60 days of departure, the entire trip cost must
be paid at the time of booking.
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